
Israelijudaism: A Portrait of Cultural
Revolution
In the aftermath of the Holocaust, the State of Israel was founded as a
refuge for Jews from around the world. However, the new state was not
simply a continuation of the Jewish communities of Europe. Rather, it was a
new kind of Jewish society, one that was shaped by the unique
experiences of its founders.

Israelijudaism is a new book that explores the cultural revolution that has
taken place in Israel since its founding. The book's author, Dr. Guy Beiner,
argues that Israelijudaism is a new form of Judaism that is distinct from
both traditional Judaism and the secularism of the Diaspora.
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Beiner's book is based on extensive research in Israel. He interviewed
dozens of Israelis from all walks of life, including rabbis, scholars, soldiers,
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and politicians. He also spent time observing Israeli society, attending
religious services, and participating in cultural events.

Beiner's findings are both fascinating and provocative. He argues that
Israelijudaism is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that is still
evolving. However, he identifies several key characteristics of
Israelijudaism, including:

A strong emphasis on Jewish identity and nationhood.

A commitment to Jewish law and tradition.

A willingness to adapt Jewish tradition to the modern world.

A sense of pride in Israel and its accomplishments.

Beiner argues that Israelijudaism is a response to the challenges that Jews
have faced in the modern world. The Holocaust, the rise of anti-Semitism,
and the secularization of the Diaspora have all led Jews to search for new
ways to express their Jewish identity.

Israelijudaism is not without its critics. Some argue that it is too nationalistic
and that it does not pay enough attention to the universal values of
Judaism. Others argue that it is too traditional and that it does not take into
account the needs of modern Jews.

However, Beiner argues that Israelijudaism is a vital and dynamic form of
Judaism that is well-suited to the challenges of the 21st century. He
believes that Israelijudaism will continue to evolve and that it will play an
increasingly important role in the future of Judaism.

Reviews



"Israelijudaism is a groundbreaking work that sheds new light on the
complex and evolving nature of Jewish identity in Israel. Beiner's research
is meticulous and his insights are provocative. This book is essential
reading for anyone who wants to understand the future of Judaism." - Dr.
Jonathan Sarna, Brandeis University

"Guy Beiner has written a brilliant and deeply insightful book about the
cultural revolution that has taken place in Israel since its founding.
Israelijudaism is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the
present and future of the Jewish state." - Dr. Ruth Wisse, Harvard
University

"Beiner's book is a major contribution to the study of Judaism and Israeli
society. It is a work of great scholarship and insight that will be of interest to
scholars, students, and general readers alike." - Dr. David Ellenson,
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

About the Author

Dr. Guy Beiner is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Jewish Thought at
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He is the author of several books on
Jewish history and thought, including The Triumph of Normative Judaism in
Modern Europe and Jewish Autonomy in a Hostile Environment.
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